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MIDDILESEX X 


=] the Pariſh of Finchly, in the County of Mzddleſex, about 
| ' ſix Miles from London,lived Thomas Cover, a-young man, and 
wdle |. a Farmer, who falling in love with Elizabeth Droper, 2 
"1 Farmers Danphter of the ſame Pariſh, made his Court to 
-Jto her 3 who, thongh ſhe was at firſt very coy, and lighted his 
affeQions ( haviog choice of Suiters, whom her Beauty, and 
p [virtuous Education had attracted ) yet at laſt, fhe refolved that 
Thomas Cover ſhould be that happy man, who ſhould carry the 
prize from all the reſt of the Numerous Pretenders. Their Re» F 
wee | lations, who were mutually conſulted, conſidering the equality 
ved | of their Fortunes, and the honeſt Reputation chey both lived inz 
thought it might prove a very agreeable Macch, and as they had 
all along, given them Encouragement in their Amours, ſo now 
;.: ]ar laſt they conſented to the finiſhing thoſe Eſpoulals which they 
' [hoped would make them both happy in each others Embraces. 
The Cerimonious part of their Courtſhip being over, The- 


mar Cover, asked her when they ſhould be married, ſhe anſwer 
A cd 


- . 
[Ry : 
_— MAD 
B 


(2) 
ed ſhe could not tell, buther Mother ficting by; told her je 
was her lug to appoint the day, that row every thing was rea. 
dy ( for the had ewo New Gowns, a black one and a co ed! 
brought home by the Taylorewo days before, and he; two Suits | 
of Cloaths ) the ſoonerit was compleated the better, for they. 
bad cime lictle enough, to ſettle themſelves in their New Hou "4 
before F inter would comeon. 

Elizabeth her Daughter ſcemed to take little notice of 
diſcourſe :_ when her Sweet-Heart Thomes acked her whe 
ſhould be, T can 't roll; (aid ſhe, 1 am in no batt, and to tell you 
Irath 1 think * tis better a5 it is... What, ſays Thomas, * 
wind bes *d (o < won't you bave me then afterall * 

No indeed, ſays ſhe, Iam reſolved 10 the comrary. ; 
'. | Upon this Thower Cover appeared very Melancholy, a 
went up to Bed ( bis Lodgir ; being in the - lame Houle Jayd: 

ter he had walked ary hour” o in his Chamber, ponderi 

upon the matter,he went down Stairs and fetched up a s Bſon F 
Water and a great Butchers Knife rhey uſed to Kill Ho 

the Water as it is ſuppoſed, was.to, waſh his hands after 
3imbrued them in the Blood of bis upkind & unconſtane 

oſe death he was now reſolved upon. About twelve on 
Night the ſixth of this Inſtant Ofober, all the Family in. 
Be anda ſleep, he put off his Shooes, and with his Rnife.; in hit 
Hand ſtole into her Chamber, which. was hard by, and finding Þ 
her faſt a fleep, put out the Candle which was there burging ups 
on the occafion of 2 young Childs being fick, that lay with her, 
and aftervvards going tothe Bed (ideyfeeling for. ber throat ens 
deazoured to cut it'3 but haying a Calico Hood on, which Þ 
ſhe uſually lay in, ty'd with a Knot under her Chiin, as he ins F 
tended the Fatal Stroke, the Knot fav'd it from her F leſh , though Þ 
on one fide there was a great gaſh, but which is hoped it will ot Þ 

+ be Mortal, At this ſhe awaked, and cryed out, when Thomes | 
' Ceqyer went down Stairs and out af the Houle into an adjacent F 
Cloſe, and immediately with the ſame Knife cut his own throat, Þ 
from Earto Ear, of which be preſently dyed, and was the next Þ 
Morning found there, and the Knife by him. Mr. Harris the. 
Coroner, who lives at Clarkenwell being acquainted with it, Sume F 
mond a Fury of the Neighbours who lived at Finchly, who upon 
the plainneſs of the Circumſtances, brought him guilty of his 
own Murder. 
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